on the fragment, but the writing is remarkably consistent in following a hypothetical horizontal dry line. The average space from line to line is 9 millimeters. The width of the margin to the sewn edge is 12.5 millimeters. The column width in letter spaces is 51-61 spaces, and in centimeters 12.75 (reconstructed) .
Empty spaces are present in this manuscript which agree with the placement of setlimbt in MT (indicated by VACAT in the transliteration). These occur before 24:l; 24:5; 24:7 (the space here is very small); and possibly after 24:8 (the manuscript breaks off at this point). An empty space is not present before 24:6 (D in MT). There are no empty spaces on this manuscript that do not agree with setiimBt in MT.
The manuscript preserves portions of Deut 23:26-24:8. Paleography establishes this hand in the transition period from the archaic to the formal Hasmonean hand, ca. 175-150 B C E .~ The letter size is variable: for example, the 'alep can be quite small, while the taw is still fairly large. In later Hasmonean scripts, letter size becomes standardized, e.g., 4QDtc, 4QSama.G Thick and thin pen strokes are still in use, e.g., yod and mem. The script is slightly later than that of 4 Q~a m b and 4QJera, but earlier than that of 4QSama (for example, the bending to the left of the leg on medial !ad& in 4QDta does not occur in either 4QSamb or 4QJera).
The orthography of 4QDta is occasionally more archaic than, but usually agrees with, the Masoretic tradition, with '3, N5, and the short pronominal forms (e.g., n-, 1-, and N17). Yod is used as a mater lectionis only for *i and *ay ) 6. Waw is used regularly for *u, *aw ) 8, and the suffix of the third singular, and it is occasionally used to mark *a ) 6 when accented (e.g., n i n j ) , but not for any shorter u vowel (e.g., 13Y7, 53). In the one instance where the orthography of the Samaritan Pentateuch differs from the extant text of 4Q
and that of MT, it uses double matres lectionis, e.g., 4Q, MT '33 ] N7?3 SP (this orthography is found in MT only in Jonah 1:14).
The following is a list of merely orthographical variants found in this manuscript:
24:3 (line 4): nni3] n n 7 i 2 MT SP. The 4Q form is archaic; it is not attested elsewhere. In this manuscript we would expect a yod written for *i. We do not expect a mater lectionis for *u. 4QDtd is a yellowish-brown manuscript, stained gray in places, with some blackened portions. The leather is smooth and glossy. A certain amount of wrinkling and shrinkage has taken place, causing some damage to the surface. The leather is of average thickness. The left margin has a sewn edge. There are visible horizontal dry lines on the manuscript.
The manuscript consists of two partially damaged columns. The average inscribed column width is 10.8 centimeters, while the width in letter spaces for col. 1 is 59-68 spaces, and for col. 2, 53-63 spaces. The width of the left margin from the inscribed text to the edge of the fragment is 10 millimeters; the width of the margin between the columns is 12 millimeters (averaged). The average space from line to line is 8 millimeters. There are approximately 27 lines per column (reconstructed according to BHS). The height of the extant inscribed column, from the lowest point to the highest point, is 16.9 centimeters.
4QDtd contains an empty space at the end of chap. 3 (col. 2, line 20), which agrees with the placement of a D in MT. It does not, however, observe the empty spaces that the MT contains at 2:30; 3:17; and 3:22 (marked with D). The columns preserve portions of Deut 2:24-36 and 3:14-4:l.
The paleographical study of this manuscript places it in the middle Hasmonean period, ca. 100 BCE. The letters are of standard size and unornamented. The script is characterized by the use of ligatures for certain letters, particularly medial nun. Several features of the script are important for dating: the base stroke of bet is penned from right to left; dalet has a very deep-cornered head, typical of the Hasmonean form; tet is made in two strokes, with a slight bump formed by the juncture of the base and the right downstroke; yod is short, with a triangular head; medial kaf appears in two forms, with the late Hasmonean form of a straight, slightly slanted downstroke predominating; finally, the flaring tick common on the head of qof in earlier scripts has practically disappeared.
The orthography of 4QDtd is consistently more defective than the traditions of either MT or SP. The manuscript uses matres lectionis to indicate *aw ) 6 (e.g., 71Y). However, this usage is not clear for the hiphil of verbs I yod (e.g., I D n , col. 2, line 16). A mater lectionis is used to mark *ay ) & (e.g., '33, P371Y3, 7?l7Y); *i is marked with a mater lectionis (e.g., 73, T7y, and ?n7D). A waw is usually used to mark *u (e.g., ivy, TlDN, and 5733). Accented *a ) 6 is sometimes indicated by a mater lectionis (e.g., j~w n , col. 1, line 3), but this usage is not consistent (accented *a ) 6 is consistently not marked with waw in verbs I11 he, e.g., nNi;I, col. 2, line 10). Unaccented *a ) 6 is consistently not marked with waw (e.g., ~5 , all forms of D~T~U , and all examples of the participle). A mater lectionis is not used to indicate *u ) o (e.g., 53). The manuscript consistently uses the short forms of the pronominal suffixes (e.g.,
The following is a list of orthographical variants not subsumed under the above rules: of 4 4 may be a qal imperfect. 4Q would mark the vowel *aw ) 6 in the hiphil of verbs I yod, since this is the original spelling. 4 4 does mark *aw ) 8 in other examples (e.g., n y ) . TD7 in the qal can function with an infinitive construct in the same way that a hiphil verb does, that is, meaning "to do again."' Therefore, the texts of 4Q and MT and SP are equivalent in meaning.
4QDtd, as a Hasmonean manuscript and therefore relatively archaic (particularly in its orthographic practices), is fairly free of error (in fact, it contains no unique errors). It is thus difficult to place within a textual tradition.
Where the manuscript does share error with the other witnesses, it appears to fall most frequently within the shared textual tradition of MT and SP. At 2:27 (line 4) and 2:31 (line 9) 4QDtd shares a scribal error with MT and SP against G. The error at 2:31, conflation, is not likely to have arisen independently and therefore may be cited as evidence that 4QDtd falls into the textual tradition of MT and SP. At 3:21 (line 10) 4 4 agrees with MT and G against SP in assimilation to a common formula, an error that may have arisen independently in any of the witnesses. At 2:25 (line lo), 4Q agrees with SP against MT in the addition of the direct object marker, and at 3:19 (line 6), 4Q agrees with MT and G against SP in assimilation to a common word order. Again, either of these scribal errors could have arisen independently. These statistics do not leave us with a very clear picture of the textual tradition of 4QDtd. We must simply say that 4QDtd is an ancient, good manuscript that preserves original readings in the majority of cases and preserves an archaic orthography. 4QDtg consists of eleven fragments, from four columns of text (the groupings are: fragment 1; fragments 2 and 3; fragments 4-9; fragments 10 and It). The manuscript's original color was a yellowish brown; it is now faded to grayish brown in some places, stained a darker brown in others, and blackened in others. The surface of the leather was originally fairly smooth and matte. Fading has occurred in some places, and other places are so blackened that the letters are no longer visible. Some shrinkage and wrinkling have occurred, so that the leather becomes very thick in places. Some damage to the surface of the leather is visible. There are visible horizontal dry lines on the manuscript on fragment 3. The average space from line to line is 7 millimeters. The column width in letter spaces is 52-67, and in centimeters 12.5 (estimated). The number of lines per column was approximately 27. There are three bottom margins present (frags. 1,3, and It), one top margin (frag. 4), two left margins (frags. 2 and 9), and one right margin (frag. 6).
The empty spaces in the manuscript correspond exactly to the petiihbt and the setiimbt of MT: the empty spaces after 25:16 (reconstructed) and 25:19 (reconstructed) correspond to petiihbt in MT, and the empty spaces after 24:16 (reconstructed), 24:18 (reconstructed), 24:19,24:20,25:3 (reconstructed) , and 25:4 (reconstructed) correspond to setiim6t in MT (after 24:19 there is only an unmarked space in BHS).
The fragments preserve portions of Deut 9: 12-14; 23:18-20; 24:16-22; 25:l-5; 25:14-26:5; 28:21-24; 28:27-29 .
The paleographical study of 4QDtg establishes its hand in the middle Herodian ~e r i o d , ca 1-25 CE. The letter size has become equal (see especially tuw). Many letters are distinguished by keraiai or are thickened at the top (note ~articularly 'alep, gimel, zayin, tet, nun, 'ayin) . Several features of the script mark it as Herodian: the base stroke of bet, which is penned from left to right, breaks through slightly at the corner of the downstroke; the crossbar of het projects to the right; yod is much shorter than waw, which is a decisive characteristic of later Herodian scripts (compare, for example, the yod and waw of 4QDtnlO); the head of final kaf loops into the downstroke at the right shoulder; and the usual form of medial mem is penned with the late Herodian technique, the left oblique being drawn upward to the right shoulder, then down into the downstroke and base. A tick is added on the left. Most significantly, on one letter this tick breaks through the left oblique (frag. 1, line 3).
The orthographic practice of 4QDtg never varies from that of the Masoretic Text. It uses matres lectionis to indicate *ay ) & (e.g., D7'3V, frag. 2, line 3, and Y '~Y , frag. 10, line 4), *fi (e.g., lYD, frag. 1, line 1, and Jiwn, frag. 3, line 4), and *i (e.g., YnYNl, frag. 1, line 2, and 73, frag. 3, line 2) (there are lo White, "The All Souls Deuteronomv and the Decalogue," JBL 109 (1990) 193-206. no extant examples of *aw ) 6). A muter lectionis is used to mark *a ) 6 when accented (e.g., n13[N] , frag. 3, line 1, and ~w + , frag. 3, line 4), but not when unaccented (e.g., CON, frag. 3, line 3, and all forms of ~7 7 5~) . NL) is consistently spelled defectively. However, 7311 (frag. 2, line 2) is spelled with a waw in 4 4 , as in MT and SP (this is inconsistent with the above-mentioned practice, but consistent with 4QDtg's constant agreement with M T see below). The manuscript does not use matres lectionis to indicate any proto-Semitic short vowels, e.g., *a, *i, or *u. It uses the short forms for all pronominal suffixes and endings (e.g., 7-, n-, D m ) .
There is one morphological variant in the tradition: 28:24 (frag. 10, line 4) l ? n w~ MT ] v7nW7 SP. 4Q and MT are reading a niphal infinitive construct, while SP is reading a hiphil.
This manuscript stands squarely in the proto-rabbinic tradition in both orthography and text. 4Q never differs from MT in text or orthography (with one possible exception; see below at 23:20, line 4). Where there are disagreements among the other witnesses, when the reading of 4 4 is clear, 4 4 has the preferable text in all but three instances. In one case, it agrees with MT, Gdn(p)t 0 and SP against G.4B C in an explicating plus (25:18, line 4). At 2829, line 3, it agrees with MT and the daughter versions in the addition of a prose particle. At 24:19, line 5, if G is original, then 4 4 and MT, SP share an error. If G is an error, then 4 4 does not share it. These statistics of shared error are certainly not definitive; however, there is no evidence to place 4QDtg in either the Old Greek or the Samaritan traditions. In addition, in its extant portions 4 4 never disagrees with MT, consistently agreeing with it in all readings (of whatever type). Therefore, we believe 4QDtg is a member of the same textual family as MT. 
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There is a small trace of ink visible on the right edge of the fragment, which could be either yod or taw (see below); we are restoring with MT. 
Textual Notes

Notes on Readings
The top of fragment six is much damaged; the reading is certain, but the leather is split and shrunken so that the letters are split and at an angle. 
